t \ Aviation
23 September 2026 &
+

Media release
Aviation Industry Association launches petition on agricultural drone deregulation

The Aviation Industry Association of New Zealand (AIANZ) has launched a petition
calling on the Government to pause agricultural drone deregulation and consult with
industry on risk-based reform that protects public safety.

The Association is concerned that replacing existing assurance requirements with
notification alone would remove an important check that operators are competent,
aircraft are properly maintained, and operational risks are managed.

Simon Wallace, Chief Executive of AIANZ, says the Association strongly supports
improving farmer access to agricultural drones, but it must not come at the expense of
the safety of farmers, their families and communities, or other airspace users.

“Agricultural drone operations are the fastest-growing sector in aviation and a
significant enabler of productivity for farmers and growers. We want to ensure that
happens safely.”

Dr Isaac Henderson, the Vice-President of the AIANZ, says operating agricultural drones
is an inherently high-risk activity, requiring safeguards to be in place.

“Agricultural drones can exceed 100 kg, travel up to 72 km/h, and carry hazardous
chemicals. A loss of control could cause death, serious injury or property damage,
while spray drift can damage neighbouring land and crops.

“Notification alone does not provide assurance that operators are competent, drones
are properly maintained or risks are being properly managed.

“We support reform and innovation, but certification or equivalent assurance must
remain in place until licensing, fast-track approval, or national safety standards are
established.

“We’ve launched this petition because the Government needs to pause the proposed
changes and listen to the industry.

“We bring critical operational and safety expertise that can help shape practical reform
—reform that improves access to agricultural drones while protecting farmers, their
families and communities, and other airspace users.”

View Petition of Aviation Industry Association of New Zealand: Stop agricultural drone
deregulation
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